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Auctioning of 5G
spectrum in June:
Telecom secretary

Palakkad: The government
will hold 5G
spectrum
auctioningin
June 2019 and
the first com-
mercial net-
work on the
next generation technology
will be rolled out by next
year in the country, telecom
secretary and chairman of
telecom commission Aruna
Sundararajan said on Fri-
day.

Addressing media per-
sonsatthe Indian Telephone
Industries’s (ITI) manufac-
turing unit in Kanjikode on
Saturday, she said the Tele-
com Regulatory Authority
of India (Trai) has given its
recommendations for the
spectrum auction.

“It will be a unique pro-
ject and our plan is to devel-
op 5G capabilities on our
own without importing
them like we did with the
previous spectrums. In fact,
we have even started work-
ing on the development of
6G spectrum,” shesaid.

“ITI has tied up with 13
startup companies in Ben-
galuru for design and manu-

facturingof the5Gchips. We
will make the I'TI units the
hubs for research and devel-
opment. The ITI has also
signed a memorandum of
understanding with IITs to
develop new technologies
and update the existing
ones,” the telecom secretary
said.

She said the ITI, which
was started in 1948, made a
profit of Rs 102 crore after 16
years and now all its six
units at Bengaluru, Rae
Bareli, Mankapur, Naini,
Palakkad and Srinagar are
making profit.

The Palakkad unit,
which has been running
well for the past 23 years,
made a profit of Rs 45 crore
in the past fiscal. The ITI
boasts of an all-time highor-
der book of Rs 15,000 crore
and itisexpected toreach Rs
25,000 crore by 2020.

The facilities for calibra-
tion and testing of smarten-
ergy meters were inaugu-
rated by the telecom secreta-
ry. Chairman and MD of ITI
K Aalagesan and director
(marketing) R M Agarwal
were also present in the oc-
casion.
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Testing facility of Smart Energy
Meters inaugurated at ITl Ltd

Palakkad unit of ITI Ltd is concentrating on the manufacture and calibration of high-end
technological equipment like loT, surveillance and encryption devices, 5G and smart cards

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
GPalakdad

TELECOM secretary and
chairperson of the Digital
Communications Commis-
sion Aruna Sundararajan in-
aungurated the testing facility
for Smart Energy Meters at
IT1 Ltd in Kanjikode here on
Friday

“After 16 years of continuous
losses, IT1 Ltd posted a profit in
2017-18. In its entirety ITI Ltd
has an order book of ¥15,000
crore at present. It is expected
to rise to 20,000 crore next
year," Sundararajan told

reporters.
ITI Ltd, especially its Palak-

After 16 yearsof continuous
losses, IT] Ltd posteda profit
In2017-18. In its entirety, ITI
Ltd hasanorder book of
'15,000 crore at present. It is
expected to dse to 20,000
crore next year

Anna Sundamnjan, Telecom se

kad unit, is currently concen-
trating on the manufacture and
calibration of high-end techno-
logical equipment like Internet
of Things (IoT), surveillance
equipment, encryption devices,
5G and smart cards.

ITI Ltd received the certifica-
tion of the National Payments
Corporation of India for the

Rupay card and Mastercard

and is expected to bag a large

order from SBI. It is also work-

ing for the production of the
1sa card.

The Raebareli, Mankapur
and Naini units of ITI Ltd in
Uttar Pradesh has tied up with
six educational institutions in
UP for supplying 5G-related
technology. Testing labs of ITI
Ltd can be used to test the prod-
ucts of startups.

A major achievement of ITI
Ltd's Palakkad unit was that
every satellite launch vehicle
of ISRO, like the PSLV and
GSLV, had components manu-
factured by ITI Ltd. The compo-
nents were screened, tested in

different temperature cycles
and certified. It is also assem-
bling a mini personal
computer.

The Palakkad unit is also
manufacturing pipes for its op-
tic fibre line. As part of Capex
plans, ¥9crore has been invest-
ed in the unit.

Sunderarajan said ITI Ltd
was also into the design and
manufacture of 5G chips and
has identified 13 startups tode-
velop the 5G capability.

CMD of ITI Ltd K Alagesan
presided over the inaugural
function. R M Agarwal, direc-
tor (Marketing) and D Ven-
kateswarlu, Palakkad unit
head, were also present.
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